
Appendix: Agricultural Animal Pen Sizes 
 

Beef Cattle: SOC 33-100 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: 

Animals/Enclosure 
 

Weight, kg Floor Area/Animal, ft2 (m2) 

1 <75 24.0 (2.16) 
 Up to 200 48.0 (4.32) 
 Up to 350 72.0 (6.48) 
 Up to 500 96.0 (8.64) 
 Up to 650 124.0 (11.16) 
 >650c ≥144.0 (≥12.96) 

2-5 <75 20.0 (1.8) 
 Up to 200 40.0 (3.6) 
 Up to 350 60.0 (5.4) 
 Up to 500 80.0 (7.2) 
 Up to 650 105.0 (9.45) 
 >650c ≥120.0 (≥10.8) 
   
>5 <75 18.0 (1.62) 
 Up to 200 36.0 (3.24) 
 Up to 350 54.0 (4.86) 
 Up to 500 72.0 (6.48) 
 Up to 650 93.0 (8.37) 
 >650c ≥108.0 (≥9.72) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching: 

 

 

 



 

Dairy Cattle:  SOC 33-200 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals:  See beef cattle 

Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Horses: SOC 33-300 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals:    

Animals/Enclosure Weight, kg Floor Area/Animal, ft2 (m2) 

Horses — 144.0 (12.96) 

Ponies   

1-4 — 72.0 (6.48) 
>4/Pen <200 60.0 (5.4) 
 >200 ≥72.0 (≥6.48) 

 

 

Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sheep and Goats: SOC 33-400, 33-500 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: 

Animals/Enclosure 
 

Weight, kg Floor Area/Animal, ft2 (m2) 

Sheep and Goats   
1 <25 10.0 (0.9) 
 Up to 50 15.0 (1.35) 
 >50 ≥20.0 (≥1.8) 
2-5 <25 8.5 (0.76) 
 Up to 50 12.5 (1.12) 
 >50 ≥17.0 (≥1.53) 
>5 <25 7.5 (0.67) 
 Up to 50 11.3 (1.02) 
 >50 ≥15.0 (≥1.35) 

 

Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Swine: SOC 33-600 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: 

Animals/Enclosure 
 

Weight, kg Floor Area/Animal, ft2 (m2) 

   
1 <15 8.0 (0.72) 
 Up to 25 12.0 (1.08) 
 Up to 50 15.0 (1.35) 
 Up to 100 24.0 (2.16) 
 Up to 200 48.0 (4.32) 
 >200 ≥60.0 (≥5.4) 
2-5 <25 6.0 (0.54) 
 Up to 50 10.0 (0.9) 
 Up to 100 20.0 (1.8) 
 Up to 200 40.0 (3.6) 
 >200 ≥52.0 (≥4.68) 
>5 <25 6.0 (0.54) 
 Up to 50 9.0 (0.81) 
 Up to 100 18.0 (1.62) 
 Up to 200 36.0 (3.24) 
 >200 ≥48.0 (≥4.32) 

 

Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poultry: SOC 34-100 

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: 

Animals Weight, kg Floor area/animal, ft2 (m2) Height 

Pigeons — 0.8 (0.07) Cage height should be 
sufficient for the animals to 
comfortably stand erect 
with their feet on the floor. 

Quail — 0.25 (0.023) 
Chickens <0.25 0.25 (0.023) 
 Up to 0.5 0.50 (0.046) 
 Up to 1.5 1.00 (0.093)  
 Up to 3.0 2.00 (0.186)  
 >3.0 ≥3.00 (≥0.279)  
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Egg-laying chickens: 

 



Meat Chickens: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ducks (Pekin): 

  


