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Mission Statement:
To protect the welfare of clients and client-owned animals recruited into clinical research activities** conducted under the auspices of the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH) and to aid in the design and execution of clinical trials and clinical research. These study proposals must first receive CRTB approval before undergoing review by the UC Davis Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).  All clinical research activities that recruit client-owned animals must receive approval from both the CTRB and IACUC.
The primary responsibility of the CTRB is to determine whether clinical research projects place VMTH patients at increased risk.  If so, the following questions will be specifically addressed:

· Are patient risks minimized and outweighed by the potential benefits of the study?
· Will the rights and welfare of patients and clients be adequately protected?
· Will legally and ethically appropriate informed consent be obtained from clients?
· Is the trial protocol consistent with the mission of the VMTH?

**Definition of Clinical Research (as defined by the Department of Health and Human Services):

“A systematic investigation, including research development, testing and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge.”
Other Services Offered by the CTRB
Implementations of new technologies or procedures that are believed to be in the best interest of the patient, or that fall under compassionate use, do NOT constitute an investigation and thus do not fall under the definition of clinical research.  However, the VMTH recommends that investigators develop client-information sheets and/or consent forms for such novel treatments or therapies.  The CTRB is happy to work with individual investigators to help develop such resources.  Please contact the CTRB Chair directly to request assistance.
The CTRB Client Consent form

To ensure proper informed consent, a CTRB-approved client consent form will be required for any research involving client-owned VMTH patients.  
