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I. Purpose: 
  

The purpose of the IACUC Laboratory/Study Area Inspection Program is to ensure that 
research conducted in laboratories and study areas that are outside a dedicated 
vivarium is consistent with the Principal Investigator’s (PI’s) animal care and use 
protocol and conducted according to Public Health Service (PHS), United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 
and UC Davis policies. 
 

II. Definitions: 
 

A. Significant deficiency: A deficiency that is/was or may be a threat to animal 
health or safety. 

 
B. Minor deficiency: A deficiency for which an immediate solution is not essential 

to protect life or prevent distress to an animal. Repeat minor deficiencies may be 
elevated to significant deficiencies at the discretion of the IACUC. 

 
C. Study area: “Any building room, area, enclosure, or other containment outside 

of a core facility or centrally designated or managed areas in which animals are 
housed for less than 12 hours.” per the Animal Welfare Regulations and for 
purposes of this policy, applicable to areas that include both USDA and non-
USDA covered species.  

III. Policy: 
  

All laboratory/study areas where live, vertebrate animals are used for research or 
teaching must be inspected regularly. The type of research being conducted and species 
used will determine the frequency of the inspections, as described below. 
 
If laboratory personnel maintain a USDA covered species longer than 12 hours, the area 
must be visited semi-annually by at least two voting members of the IACUC.  
 



 

 

If a laboratory is used to conduct surgery or holds a non-USDA covered species for 
longer than 12 hours the laboratory will be visited semi-annually by at least one 
member of the IACUC Staff and/or a member of the IACUC. 
 
If the laboratory does not fall under one of the above categories, but live, vertebrate 
animals are brought to the laboratory, a member of IACUC Staff and/or a member of the 
IACUC will perform a periodic inspection (e.g., annual, biennial) based on the 
procedures performed and the compliance history of previous inspections.  

 
IV. Procedure: 

 
The PI or designated laboratory contact will typically be notified by the IACUC Office 
regarding any upcoming inspections.  Lab inspections may also be conducted 
unannounced at the discretion of the IACUC.  For shared laboratory spaces (space used 
by more than one PI) IACUC staff will attempt to contact all investigators for announced 
inspections, however this is not guaranteed. The laboratory PI and staff will be provided 
with a preparatory checklist in advance of the inspection. The IACUC Office will attempt 
to coordinate with the designated contact person to schedule a date/time for the 
inspection. If a response is not received in a timely manner the inspection may be 
conducted unannounced. The inspection will be conducted using the Laboratory 
Inspection Checklist, an example of which is included below. If the study area is 
approved for housing over 12 hours refer to Policy 19 “Laboratory Housing for Research 
Animals”.  
After the inspection, the PI and designated contact for the laboratory will receive 
notification and access to the final written report via the IACUC online system. If there 
are questions or concerns about the report, the laboratory will be informed that they 
can contact the IACUC Office. The report will be placed on the IACUC agenda for review.  
 
The IACUC may choose to elevate a deficiency from minor to significant or downgrade a 
deficiency from significant to minor after discussion in a convened IACUC meeting. The 
IACUC may also request further information from the laboratory PI, additional visits, 
and/or training for laboratory personnel. 
 
Minor and significant deficiencies will be noted, correction plans discussed with the PI or 
designee, and a corrective time frame documented. Deficiencies must be corrected 
within the determined timeframe. If the significant deficiency is not corrected within the 
designated timeframe, the PI’s IACUC protocol(s) may be suspended by the IACUC. 
Multiple and/or repeat deficiencies may also lead to the suspension of the PI’s IACUC 
protocol(s).  AAALAC, OLAW (PHS funded activities), and USDA (covered species) must 
be notified of all suspensions. 
 
The IACUC will review all inspection reports and take the necessary actions. The 
Institutional Official and PIs Department Chair will be notified of all suspensions and 
may be notified of significant deficiencies.  

https://research.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/IACUC-19.pdf
https://research.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/IACUC-19.pdf


 

 

  
V. Resources: 

 
1. Animal Welfare Act and Regulations 
 https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/animal-welfare-act 
2. ILAR, Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 

http://nap.edu/12910  
3. PHS Policy 
 https://olaw.nih.gov/policies-laws/phs-policy.htm  
4. “Laboratory Inspection Preparation Checklist” 

https://research.ucdavis.edu/wp-
content/uploads/LabInspectionPreparationChecklist.pdf  

5. “Survival Surgery Checklist” 
https://research.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/survival-surgery-
checklist.pdf  

6. IACUC Policy 19 “Laboratory Housing for Research Animals”.  
https://research.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/IACUC-19.pdf  
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