
University of California, Davis Police Department
Home Safety Tips for Research Personnel
The following tips are presented as a guide to increasing overall safety while at home.  The tips are intended for individuals involved in research that may cause them to be in the public eye or become the target of a potential terrorist act.

What do I do if I am the victim of a criminal act while at home?

Dial 9-1-1 and move to a safe area of the home.  Note description of the suspect(s) if possible starting from “head to toe” (hat, mask, gender, race, clothing, outer clothes, shoes, etc,) and relay all pertinent information to the police dispatcher.  The dispatcher will ask you a series of questions.  Stay calm and stay on the phone.  Understand that the dispatcher is trained to get as much information from you as possible.  Another dispatcher will be sending officers to your home to assist you.  Stay on line with the police dispatcher until officers arrive or dispatcher ends the call.  
· Do not open the door to strangers

· Train all family members to observe this safe practice.
· Ensure you have sufficient door locks such as a deadbolt and peep hole.
· Be aware of your surroundings when coming to or leaving your home.
· When appropriate ask trusted neighbors to watch out for suspicious activity at your home.
· This is especially helpful when there is a heightened state of alert.
· Program your cell phone with your local police department business number(s).
· Exit home only if necessary or your home is no longer safe, i.e. fire bomb / intruder. 
What do I do if protesters show up in front of my home?
· If no physical threat, call your local police business number and request the police respond
· Report problem and number of protesters and actions (are they trespassing)
· Trespassing only constitutes a crime once the individuals have been asked to leave your property

· Attempt to get a license plate number, if it can be done safely.

· If pictures can be taken from a safe place, do so.  Possibly videotape groups and actions, if from a safe place and not threat to you or family.
· Do not confront alone. 

· Wait for police to arrive and ask police to admonish the protestors not to 
· trespass on your property or
· block the sidewalk or
· block your driveway

· When time permits, contact the UC Davis Police Department and report the disturbance.  UC Davis Police may or may not respond to your home but they will make the appropriate notifications including the UC Davis Legal Department so they can start to assist you.

· UC Davis Police (530)752-1230
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